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Grace Presbyterian Church     November 1, 2020 

Psalm 34, Revelation 7: 9-17, 1 John 3: 1-3      All Saints/Holy Communion 

"Pure Hope” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

I’m not sure how many people here or online watch Game Shows on 

television. It’s not a secret that millions watch Wheel and Jeopardy 

faithfully, Monday to Friday. Are you among them? Or perhaps you watch 

Family Feud, American or Canadian version, a bit racy at times. I wanted to 

talk about a British show that the Americans imported called The Weakest 

Link. Have you ever seen that one? 

 

It puts eight contestants together to work together to correctly answer trivia 

questions of all kinds, bank money that increases with the correct number of 

questions answers or eliminated by incorrect answers or banking. 

Contestants have to work together to build up the pot and not bank too early 

nor too late. At the same time, contestants know that they will be voted off 

the show, round by round until only a couple are left. Then the best one of 

the two wins the money in the bank. The other one goes home with nothing, 

as do the ones who were voted off. It is a kind of Darwinian survival of the 

mentally fittest. Or something like that. What’s interesting to me is that it 

simultaneously causes you to work together, but also work against one 

another. Players have to figure out when to get rid of “weak links,” i.e. those 

who do not answer questions correctly, but also those who might be a threat 

to your winning, the first criteria being what’s good for the group, the 

second being what’s good for you.  That second criteria interferes with the 

first and thus we have an interesting competition, compounded by a Game 

Show Host who tends to belittle contestants, and tell them how poorly they 

are doing, in a semi-humourous way. She will consistently say to individuals 

who have been voted off, “You are the weakest link, goodbye!” 

 

“Why am I talking to you about game shows?” you may ask. Good question. 

The Church at times throughout history has competed with itself in 

unhealthy ways. We have so many branches of the one Church of Jesus 

Christ, that we sometimes forget we are brothers and sisters on the same 

mission, with the same hope, with a common destiny and a common Lord. 

We look for individuals and individual congregations to win sometimes to 

the point of not caring or even competing against other members of the body 

of Christ.  We hear people comparing pastors like hockey cards, in terms of 

their speaking abilities, pastoral care, and overall success of the 
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congregation, perhaps in terms of numbers or dollars. We hear those with 

large programs and members, versus those who have mostly youth, versus 

those who have mostly seniors. It’s a strange day to be church shopping, 

particularly when most can go online to any English or French speaking 

church in the world. Our friends in Neuchatel in Switzerland invited us to 

attend their service the other day. Perhaps you have had the same type of 

invitation. 

 

Mostly what I wanted to say was that it is my heart for every congregation in 

Orleans and beyond, that their pastors and leadership teams will do well, that 

they will win people to Jesus, that they will see families and individuals, 

young and old, choosing to come to their worship, that they will be blessed 

in all their ways, as they trust the Lord Jesus Christ to increase their work 

and their faithfulness to the Gospel and the Scriptures. Because the bottom 

line is: they are us. We do not compete against them, we bless them, we 

encourage them, and we trust them. I meet weekly with pastors from Orleans 

and from the greater Ottawa area on Thursdays and Wednesdays, as a 

regular part of my work and ministry. These are good people, deserving of 

our prayers and support. They love the Lord. Pastors, retired pastors, 

missions leaders, and others all together, talking and praying. It is good. We 

need each other. 

 

So on this day called All Saints Day, we take a moment to thank God for the 

worldwide church of which we are a part. We thank God for our brothers 

and sisters in Christ, who are the saints, not just those who died and gone to 

heaven, nor those that are extraordinary in their faithful witness, but for all 

of us who follow Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. It is not often November 

1st falls on a Sunday. So we pause and remember the Lord is for us, we need 

to be for one another across the many denominational and non-

denominational differences, we are one. 

 

David, on the occasion of his feigning insanity in front of the Philistine king 

of the day to get out of prison or imminent death, while running away from 

his own king Saul, and waiting for his own kingdom to come into fruition, 

having been anointed by Samuel for the office, knew something of the 

faithfulness of God through the strangest and most complicated seasons of 

his life. In Psalm 34, he writes a song about it, praising God and calling us to 

do the same. Extol the Lord, boast in the Lord, glorify the Lord were 

David’s exhortations to us, even as we face opposition, spiritually, 

politically, economically, you name it. These verbs require us to be aware of 
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how we might tell our stories to give glory to God. What is God doing in 

your life these days? How have you seen the fruit of the Holy Spirit manifest 

in you toward others? How has Jesus made himself real to you in these 

days? Let the afflicted hear and rejoice. (Ps. 34:2) Your audience, those who 

listen to you, are likely “afflicted” in some way these days. Are you ready to 

share with them how God is touching your life? Write it down. Give thought 

to it. Be courageous with it.  

 

How has the angel of the Lord been encamping around you these days? Are 

you fearing the Lord appropriately? Please have in mind the strong fact that 

you will, and I will give an account to Jesus for every thing, words and 

deeds that I do. That is the fear of the Lord. We will face the judgment of the 

Lord in regard to our sins and rebellion against God. Fear God now. Don’t 

put it off. And this fear really is a healthy respect for God who is God, more 

than shaking in our boots. Remember the One who will rightly judge you. 

Remember Jesus who gave Himself for you. Depend on Him who delivers 

you from your sins. 

 

Today we sit at His Table together, just as they did in the Upper Room two 

days ago, I mean, two thousand years ago. We hear David and Jesus say to 

us, “Taste and see that the Lord is good, blessed is the one who takes refuge 

in Him.” (Ps 34:8) Are you coming to God daily, into his stronghold, his 

place of safety? “…Those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.” (v. 10b) 

The time we spend together with Jesus, in worship, in prayer, at His table is 

meant to be restorative. We need His care, His touch, His love, and His 

listening ear. 

 

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in 

spirit. (Psalm 34:18) Are you feeling brokenhearted, grieving, confused, 

wondering what will come next in the pandemic, in your family, with your 

neighbours, with your fellow Christians at Grace Church and beyond? Come 

to Jesus. Do you feel the weight of being isolated or unable to travel as you 

usually do? Come to Jesus. Are you feeling “crushed in spirit,” because life 

isn’t the way you imagined it would be in this season? Come to Jesus. He is 

near to you. Consciously draw near to Him. Hear His words of love and 

affirmation. Put away the words of rejection, failure and disappointment 

spoken over you in the past. Hear Jesus’ words of acceptance, victory in 

Him, and appointment of you as His Ambassador. Receive Jesus’ 

deliverance in this way. 
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The Lamb who is the Shepherd (Rev. 7:17), the Good Shepherd will provide 

your needs. Remember Psalm 23: The Lord is My Shepherd, I shall not 

want. Meditate on that phrase. Other translations say, “I lack nothing.” What 

does that mean to you, that Jesus in your life, means: “You lack nothing.” 

Sometimes we think that our whole lives are lacking in so many ways. What 

does it mean that the Good Shepherd, who provides, water, rest, safety, food, 

nourishment, identity, and a sense of belonging and purpose, direction and 

mission, what does that mean to you? “I lack nothing.” 

 

Those who were around the throne in heaven, a crowd too large to number, 

from every tribe, people group, language, nation, were worshipping together 

in white robes, with palm branches waving in Revelation 7:9. It is an 

interlude in Revelation, a worshipful moment, where we see and hear heaven 

at worship. In that place, where we all will wear the white robes of purity 

and victory, because Jesus has washed them by His blood (v. 14) and we 

ascribe to Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

victory, as they did on Palm Sunday, waving the palms, proclaiming Jesus as 

King forevermore. He is the fulfillment of the Davidic promise of God that 

there will always be a son of David on the throne, King of Kings, and Lord 

of Lords. We come to His Table today. 

 

We hear the worship of the 24 elders, representing the 12 tribes of Israel, 

and the 12 apostles of the Church, the heavenly leadership, alongside the 

mysterious four living creatures, all of them along with the angels falling 

down to worship the Lord (v. 11), with the forehead and nose to the ground, 

honouring God, singing first a song of salvation, second a song of the 

attributes and character of God, and third a song of all the saints’ needs fully 

taken care of in that place. No more hunger, no more thirst, no more 

scorching sun, or freezing cold (I would add from our country), but springs 

of living water healing our wounds, and God wiping away the tears from our 

eyes. That worship is an ultimate place of healing and restoration to full life. 

 

John, in his first letter, tries to put that experience of God into words for us 

as his chosen ones, his saints, his children. 1 John 3 speaks of the lavishness 

of God the Father’s love, naming us as His children. Take that in. You are a 

royal child. Others who reject this or don’t understand will not agree with 

this, but it is true. It is about relationship with Him. And that relationship 

outlives this life in this body. Think about this for a minute. Take it in 

deeply. The exact nature of our resurrection bodies has not yet been made 

known to us. All we get are glimpses, like Paul’s speaking of this physical 
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body we now have is but a seed for the next physical body we have that will 

not wear out and will likely have a different physics attached, but we don’t 

know. A seed is placed in the ground and the plant that comes up is 

exquisitely different from it, life giving and receiving. (1 Cor. 15:36ff.) 

We’re not sure what it will be like, in that place where none are given or 

taken in marriage, in that place where the street lights are not needed 

because the Lord is our light, and the most valuable materials of this life are 

but paving materials in that one, gold refined until almost translucent.  

 

What we do know is that we will literally be like Jesus, who is the firstborn 

of this new resurrection body. We will see Him there as He is. We will be 

with Him forever. And as we contemplate heaven, that place where the 

presence of God is continual, and no brokenness, no sin abides there, we 

find a kind of healing even in considering it. John says the hope of heaven, 

the hope of continually living with Jesus in person, purifies us just as Jesus 

is pure. It is a kind of “Pure Hope.” We have glimpses of such in the best of 

our worship. We have glimpses of such in the best of our devotional and 

prayer times. We have glimpses of such in our Bible studies where we hear 

Jesus whispering in our ears, his presence, his care, his promises, his mercy, 

his truth, his mission, his perspective… 

 

And now at His table. A sip of juice and the corner of a cracker are not the 

point. The tasting and seeing Jesus’ goodness comes in relationship to Him. 

He is the reward of His table. The other parts direct us to remember His 

blood and body, and what He did for us in His earthly mission. He calls us to 

follow Him. Today at the table, remember to pledge yourself to Him, body, 

soul and spirit. I give myself to You. You are my Creator. You are my 

Redeemer. You are with me in the storm. You are with me in the calm. You 

hear my voice before I speak and after I am able to speak. You know my 

thoughts better than I do. Have your way in me. Have your way in your 

church. 

 

“Amen! 

Praise and glory 

and wisdom and thanks and honor 

and power and strength 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!”  

(Revelation 7:12, NIV) 


